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^^E whofe Names are under' 
wj;^|;^n, being fincercly de- 
iirou^ CO piefi»ve and propagate the 
ChriAian Fait|i among our Brethren 
in Sy^k, ^b/kine, Jrahia, and pthei: 
Eaftern CquntHes from whence We 
firft rec^.^^d it 3 in which Part$ 
( beings undec fike Turkjfh Dominion ) 
the UCcL^C Pitting is not allow'd 5 
and hfiitiftyiqe that the Publifliing 
of the Nef^ Ti^ament in Jrahick. is 
the naoft ^op,^ and effecSlual Means 
of anfwering (o good an End, have 
thought:; puc felves obliged to en- 
courage an Impreflion thereof 5 And 
therefore : We Jdo earneftly recom- 
mend Jt to the Clct^^^ ^xx^ Q'Oew^x.. 
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welUdifpofed Perfons in Our re? 

fpeftive Diocefes, eg promote fo 
ufeful and pious an Undertaking. 
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AN 

EXTRACT 

O F A 

LETTER 

B"W» Mr. Salomon Negri, Native of 
Dama&us in Sytia, Jated Maich 28. 
1720. Tfl a MenAer tf the Society 
at I^ndon. fiir Promoting CbriJUatt 
Knffu^dge* 
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S you was pteafed to defire me to 
comrminicate my Thoughts con- 
cerning the Neceflity and Ufe- 
fulncls of a new Edition of the 
New Teftament in Anthick, for 
the TJfe of the Eafiern Churches, and to fee 
down in Writing fome of my Rta&i-oa ,^s^ 
thtt Head, 1 have ende^'^ovatii, xo Sa.'^-&'^ 

h 3 '^'=''* 
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you herein to the beft of my Power, as 
far as the narrow Limits of a Letter would 
permit^.^^ . -.-- 

Thb&b are f^veral Confiderations which 
dearly flicw the Ncccittity of fuch a pious 
XJndc^ldiig. --- '• 

Flrfiy The Want of Printing PrefTes in 
the Eafiern Countries, -v makes Books very 
fcarce and dear, mtjch beyond what the 
•poo^f Cjbis^ians. can iiffcrd to purchSTe them 
at, hayiijl nrtrdi adb to pay the Tributes 
and Inipofitions laid on them by the Go- 
vernment they live tmder, and to lupply 
the common Neceffaries of Life j fo that 
there are but vwy few in a Condition to 
buy Books, for thfcir Inftruftion and fpiritual 
Improvenient. 

SeSondly^ The few Printed Copies ftiU ex- 
tant, leither of the ^hole i5ew T^ftament, or 
of Fart of it, are very hard to bie got, and 
thofe.alfo. at a dear Rate. Th^-Four Evan- 
gelifts' Printed in i^blip at l^omey Anno 1591. 
with Ta Ldtin Tranfl^tibn iftterlined and Cuts, 
is the moft beautifiil Edition, as w^B' as the 
moft correft, but is fo fcarce, that it is fold 
at an exorbitant Price : An Edition of the 
whole Bible, Printed at Rome by Order of 
the Congregation dc Trofaganda Fidfy in 3 
Vol. Folio, 1 67 1, may be had indeed j bxit 
as it was made from the Vulgar TntiOktion 
by the Maronitesy (a People little! Vetted id 
the true Knowledge Of the Arahkk tJOgii^ge) 
all underftanding Men among the Eafiern 
Nations have rejefted it j befides, this Edi- 
twn is dritribuud only amorv^ thofe of the 



Ramijh Comxnunibn, and is therefore fcnt 
hy the . Congregation from Rimey to their 
Miffioharies in the Levant. The Edition of 

■ ■ 

Erfeniusy which takes in the whole New 
Teftament, is not oiily very faulty, but 
ftfpefted not to have been Printed from a 
Copy generally approv'd ; and as very few 
even of theie were at firft Printed, they 
are^ become very fcarce* The beautiful Edi- 
tion of London^ tULt^Ltit in the Polyglot Bible^ 
cannot be of commcHi Ufe, by Reafon of the 
Bulk, and extraordinary Price. Several Parts 
of the New Teftament have been Printed 
Separately in different Countries of Europe^ 
but they can be of no great Ufe to the 
Eafiern Nations, becaufe, befides their being 
incompleat, very few Copies have reached 
them, except a linall Number in the Hands 
of the Romiffli Miffionaries. 

If we therefore confider that the Confli- 
. tution of the Country allows of no Printing, 
and that the neceflitous and diflrefTed Condi- 
tion of the Chriftians does not permit them 
to purchafe any Copies of thofe Editions 
now extant^ which are fcarce, dear, too large, 
or otherwife faulty and inconvenient •, and 
the little Succefs the two Editions sat Rome 
have had, the firfi^ by Reafon of the Cuts and 
Figiures therein, wnich the Eaftern Nations 
have an Averfion to ^ and the fecondy by 
Reafon of the Badnefs of the Impreflion^^ 
and the Meannefs of the Language, (being 
even indecent in Ibme Places) it will abun- 
dantly appear, that there is a NcccHity of an 

A" 4 Edittoa 
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Edition more exaQ and faithful, as Well as 
more commodious in Relpefl: of Size. 

Thb Neceffity and Ufefolriefs of fo. lauda- 
ble a Defign wiU flirther appear, if We confi- 
der the Language in which the Edition is 
propofed to be publiflied, the Extent of the 
Country in which it is fpoke, and the many 
JIations and People who may by this Means 
have the Opportunity of Reading the Holy 
Scriptures, and thereby of reaping great Be- 
nefit to their Souls. 

The Excellency of the Arahkl Language 
is undoubted, in what Light foever you will 
be pleaftd to conlider it : As this is the Lan- 
guage the Alcoran is writ in, it extends to all 
thote Countries where the Mahometan Religion 
is profeffed, and even beyond thofe Countries, 
among many of the Heathen. It is the com- 
mon Language of the greateft Part of Africa^ 
of a confiderable Part of Afia \ and in the 
^vrkipi Dominions, where it is not generally 
ipoke, it is neverthelefs taught in the Schools, 
and ftudied by Men of Letters, as Latin is 
in Eurefey where alfb it is read in leveral 
Univerlities. 

But to fix fome Limits for the Profeaitlon 
pf this Defign, which is chiefly intended for 
Poor Chriftians deftitute of Books, neceflary 
for their fpiritual Edification : I'll only 
mention thofe Countries where the greateft 
Kumber of Chriftians are fettled : namely, 

Talefiiney Syria^ Mefopotamia^ Arabia, and jFg)f f. 
In all thefe Countries there are great Num- 
bcxs and Communities of Chriftians, to whom 
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i^ch an Edition will be ufefiil : As fiur Iii^ 
fhttce, the ArMmts of the ffrre i Churcb^ 
commonly called Melchites^ who being ibpe- 
riour in Number to all the reft, ought prin- 
cipally to be regarded : Likewife the Sfrims 
or Eutychiilms, the Nefiariansy Mttnmites^ Anmi* 
nians, C^ftSy and even a fmall Remnant of the 
ancient Natarens. All thele Nations and 
diftinS: Denominations of Chriftians, though 
they celebrate their Liturgy in the Language 
commonly uftd by their refpeffive Churches, 
yet they generally underftand, Ipeak, and 
write ArsAkh 

You may eafily judge by this, Sir, how 
ufeilil a better Edition of the Arabkk New 
Teftament would be, efpecially if it were 
accompanied with the Flatter, what happy 
Eflfefls, by the Bleffing of G O D, it mi^ 
produce among thofe feveral Nations, ami 
how readily it would be received by them. 

I ifaould now go on to give you my Thoughts 
as to the Execution of this Defign, how it 
might be ordered in a manner that may an^er 
the pious Intention of thofe, who, out of a 
Chnftian Zeal, would be willing to undertake 
and encourage this Work, and effefbually pro* 
mote the fpiritual Good of thofe for whom 
it is intended ^ and likewife as to the Choice 
of the Copy from which fuch a new Impreffi* 
on may be made, the Charafters and Letters, 
and Form of the Volume, and other Particu- 
lars relating to the Accompliihment there- 
of: But I thought it would be Time enou^ 
to enter on a further detail of ?^.tt\cx^^s^ 
9Fh€n you /hall have acqu^aut^di TCiS. xioiiSL *ifiL 
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.liUs plcafed-G.OD to.difppfe your .Society 

^to come to ^Refolution in Favour of fo good 
l^n- Undertaking. 

,-i'^^GivB me Leave only, for the prefent, to 
?ft»ggeft, in a.few Wprds, my Thoughts as trf 
-the Manner of fecurely ,-difperling the Copies 
raino»g fo many- Nations, which I think was 
rone of theBifficulties you ftarted to me : The 
rbeft Methodjin toy humble Opinion, would be, 
to referte Part of the 'Edition m London^ as 
.ihall be diought fit, and to fend from Time to 
:Time a Number of Copies bound, with a fuit- 
able Recommendation, to the Engtijh Conful at 
'^j^UppOy (which of all Cities is the beft fituated 
for this Purpofe) who, with the Affiftance of 
-the Chaplain, might eafily order and regulate 
vthe difpcrfing of them : The Chaplain will 
readily charge himfelf with a Commiffion ib 
agreeable to his own Charafter, and fo chari- 
table, honourable, and glorious to the Britijh 
' Nation : He, will be the more difpofed to un- 
dertake this Work, having, as I have been in- 
formed, defign'd to make himfelf Mailer of 
-the j4rahiciy whereby he will have the Oppor- 
-tunity of converfing and correfponding with 
- Ferfons of all Ranks : Inftruftions accordingly 
^may be font him from hence to make himl'elf 
; known to the Patriarchs of Jerufalewy jintioch^ 
and AUxmdria \ the Patriarch of the Nefio^ 
. rians^ who refides at Nineveh ; and the Patri- 
arch of the Copts J at Grand-Cairo ^ and to fur- 
nifli them with a fufficient Number of Copies, 
anfwerable to the Extent of their relpeftive 
•patriarchates \ and to communicate to thole 
Prehtcs^ as like wife to th^ KicWalftvo^ of 
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'^jihff^y the Intention of the Benefaftors in 
Brglandy and recommend to them the diftri^ 
bating of the iaidXiopies. 

My. hearty Prayers are, that G O D would 
be, pieas'd to indkie the Rich and Chari- 
table of this Kingdom, to tajce fuch RefbliH 
tioils in this im^brtant Af&ir, s^s may moft 
effeftually promote Ins Honourand'GIory, and 
the Good and Welfare of our Fellow-Chriftians. 

, I remadn^ S i k. 

Your moft humble Servant, 

Salomon Negri, 
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E^^raU (f a Letter from the Reterend 
Mr. William Ayerft, Chaplain to bii 
MxceUefuy Sir Robert Sutton, late 
AmhaJTaaor. from his Majejiy to tbt 
Ottoman Porte, dated Apr'A 27. 1 7 20* 
T'o a Member of the Society for Pro- 
moting Cbriftian Knowledge. 
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Sir, 

SI R Robert Sutton received your Letter, with 
the inclofed Propofal relating to the Arnr 
hick Teftament, which he has order'd me to 
tell you, he looks upon as a Thing which may 
do a great deal of Good in the Eaftern Coun* 
tries •, and is of Opinion, that the Twris ^^ 
not hinder its being difp^tfcd. 
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'p:HrdSt of a Letter firm the Reverend 
1 and Learned 2>. Humphrey Pri- 
- deaux^ Dean of Norwich, to his 

. Qrace the Lord ArcbUJhop ofC^LiAQx^^ 
huryy dated May io. 1720. 

My Lori>, 

THE Arahicl Language is Ipoken not 
only in Arabia^ but alfo through ^ 
Mefopotdfnidy ErdCy Syria^ Fdlefliney and Egyft ; 
and from Egyft on all the Northern Coafts of 
j^icd^ as far as Fcz.^ Morocco^ and the Atlamick 
Ocean. 

I N Arabia^ and all the Northern Coafts of 
'Africa^ there are not any Chriftians, except 
inch SlaVes ^ have been, taken Captive by 
the Corfaiirs, to whom an Arahick New Tefta- 
ibent can be of no Ufe, the Arahick not be- 
>g their Language. 

' In Eracy Mefopotamia^ Syria^ Palefliney and 
Igyft^ there are ftill remaining leveral Inha- 
tSitants of the Chrijftian Religioft, divided into 
the feveral Sefts of Neflofians, Evtychians^ Mo^ 
mthelitesy and Melchitesj to whom an Arablck 
New Teftament would be of great Ufe, and 
it Would be a Work of great Charity to fur* 
aifli them with it ', for there being no Print* 
ing in thofe Parts, all the Copies that they 
have there of the Bible are in Mariulcript, 
which being very dear, and private Chriflians 
being there under the Oppreflion of Maho^ 
0Xfftafi Governments, very ifoot^ fey* o? ilW-tcs. 



I • } 3 

have wherewith to purchafe any of tholb 
Copies V ^^d therefore moft of them aroi 
without the Scriptures, and know no further 
thereof than wluit they hear read in their 
publick Affemblie& 

That Jrabick Verfion of the New Tefta- 
ment, which is publiihed in the London Fo« 
lyglott, is the propereft for this Purpofe; 
jbut whether there be a Font of Arjkick 
Letters in England fit for this Work, is more 
than I know, but I think there is not ; and 
if fo, there muft then be a new Font caft, 
and new Funchions and Matrices muft be 
made for it, which will much augment the 
Charge; l)Ut iJF.this Work goes on, and 
there te a J^e^effity for iiich a new Font, 
Care muft be had, that the Pattern be 
taken from the faireft Charafters : For thole 
that ufe the Arahick Language in the Eafi^ 
are very nice in their Writing ; and thofe 
Books from our Weftem Prefles, which in 
their Types come neareft to their faireft 
Writing, are moft acceptable to them : 
And the Romfin jirablck Pfalter being on this 
Account approved by them beyond all 
their Prints, I have therefore herewith lent 
it to your Gracc^ to be ufed as there Ihall 
be Occafion, 



'ff. TridcaiMl 
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^troB of a Letter from the Kev^end 
2)r. Samuel Lifle, jR?//i?a; ^Wadhftm 

' CoUegein Oxford, and fometime Cha" 
f lain to the Honourdbk Turkey O^^ 

] pany /3* Alepspo, datO(^c^^y ^^* 1720. 
Jto the Secretary . ojf; the Society for 
promoting Cbriftian Kmwkdge. 

' S I K^ ■ 

HAving been abfent a Month from Oxford^ 
on my Return Home I found your Let- 
ter of the id Inftant, together with a Propo- 
Ikl about publifliing a nevjr Edition of the 
Hew Teftament in ArahkJiy of which you in- 
form me, that the Society forVrgmoting Chriftian 
Xnmvledge delire my Opmipn. 

The Ufefblneft of liicK a Work will be 
evident from confidering the great Numbers * 
cf Chriftians who ufe this Language, and 
tJie very mean Tranflation which is at pre-^ 
lent in their Hands ^ all which is fo fully 
iet out in Mr. NegrPs Propolal, that I have 
apthing to add to it, unlefs, by Way of cor- 
roborating his Evidence, to ^bferve to you : 
That as all the Natives of the Turlijh Em- 
pire, South of M. Amanusj of whatlbever 
Religion or Rite they are, Ipeak the Arabick 
as their Mother Tongue •, fo this Language is 
become fo upiviexfal, that even the Greek Cler- 
gp'themfeWts ra Syria and Palefiine^ (fome of 
the Bilhops excepted, wlio v^tx^ \iom ^ccA 
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educated on the Coaft of Afui minor ^ or ia 
Znrofe) underftand no other Lang,uagej having 
iquite loft the Gretl \ fo that they for the moff 
Part read the Scripture, and the Offices of the 
Churchj in Arabick. And the Ghriftians in 
!jtttffo only, are reckoned to be no lefs than 
F^een Thoufand of the Greeli Church, be-r 
fide thofe of other Communions j and in 
every confiderabje City of Syria their Nurfl^ 
bers are proportionable. 

It being neceflary therefore that thefe Peo- 
ple fliould have the Scripture in Arabick, if 
they read it at all j I am very glad that the 
Society have taken it into their Confideration 
to affift their Chriftian Brethren in the Per- 
forrasgice of fo neceflary a Duty- For, with- 
out foniQ fuch Afliftance, I fcarce fee how 
'tis poflible for them to have the Scripture in 
their Hands. I need not go about to repre- 
fent the miferable Circumftances of the Eaft-^ 
em Ghriftians, and the Weight of tke Infidel 
Yoke under which they groan ^ the World 
already knows their State too well, to need 
any Information from me. It will be fuffici- 
^t to fay, that the Poverty of the Ghriftians 
in the Eaft^ and the Difficulty of Procuring 
Copies of the Scriptures in that Country, 
where Printing is not in Ufe, do both unhap- 
pily concur to keep thofe People without any 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, but as they now 
and then hear fbme few Portions of them 
read in their Churches* And I will leave you. 
Sir, to judge, what Ignorance, and Corrupti- 
ons, and Superftitions, are like to follcwi w^ 
on fuch St, Want. And tHdtT>vSv^^3^^^s.^>^^ 
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really fo great, that the prefent Patriarch 
jUtffOf (a Perfon never to be named withe 
Honour) endeavouring to relieve, as much, 
in him lay, thefe Neceffities of his People, C 
fiKmeriy procure a Printing Prefs S:om Euri 
which He ere£led in his own Hoirie, and 1 
gan to print Copies of their Liturgy : But 
loon appeared tbat this was a Work of t 
ffioch Expence and Burthen, even for i 
Magnanimity of this extraordinary Perfon 
Aipport it J infomuch that he was forced 
defut iirom that Undertaking : And as I 
prefs has lain ftill for fome Years ^ fo 
does not ieem to me ever likely to be let 
.Work again ^ ^d the People muft ever c 
dnue without the Ufe of t;lie Scriptures, i 
left they arp reliev'd by fom? fuch Method 
is now propofed to the Society \ and uj 
whidi, 1 befeech God to beftow his Bleffi 
I have faid fo much in another Place ab 
the Method of Executing this Propolal, tl 
1 vnH not add any Thing to it liere. 




f^ Mr. £Hmnnd Chifhul at Wal- 
ttettn^Staw^ fmetimc Chaplain to 
fbif JBSMmtrabte I'tirkey Om^any at 
3iiiyrM^ dattd May 18. 1720. To 
a iSenA&r rf the Society for Promote 
ii^Cbfifhan Knowledge. 

Si r, 

IN Anlwcr to the Enqxiiry you art pleafed 
tp nakc ecmceming the SubjeS: of Mr. 
trtt LetttfTy iny Opinicm as well as my 
SN^h» are entirely the iame with his : He 
rfaas vmr truly fet forth the Numbers of 
.6ricttf»I£jhrUtiaiis ufii:^ the Ambkk Tongue, 
their unhappy Darknei^ for Wao^ of Copies 
of ehe New Teftametit, arid that abfolute 
Jbability they are under, either tx> ^rint them« 
ielvesy w to purchalc an Impreflion elfewhere. 

It would therefore be an A& highly wor* 
thy the Care and Piety of the Society, if 
where the jikwan r^gps in jir^ick^ the Go- 
Ipel, by their Charity, might be fpread in the 
wm Lanisuage. 

The Method of difperfing it from j4lefpa^ 
is very rightly proje&ed by Mr. Negri j and 
as to the Manner of Printiuag it h^re, I pre"< 
iiime to iuggeft no forther, than that it be 
done &om the moft approved Verlion, upoti 
good Paper, with txzd: Correftions of the 
Frelsy and without aiiy Matkier of Preface, 
or Recommendation : which laftC&sGo:Rifi»i^^^ 
j& necedkry for its being i^cw^^ w^^^ V^ 



. herentt Mr* Gepj^ge jLewisj who was 
fevkid^Tidrs Gbdplaih to pbe Ho^ 
imr^^Jk 'E'^-Xn^viiCompam at Vort- 
St. George in tlje^^^Andiksy dated 
July 1 8^,17 ipi, fo the S/Kfefofy <f 
the l^ciety for JPromtingX^ 
Knowlei^e, 

■ 

Si R^ ^ '. ., 

BELNG iirfbifm'd that the SocSety liive 
fdmc Thoughts of llieprinting the New 
TeftaAiertt in uiq jiri^Hk Language, ' and 
being likewife defired to give my Sentixpents 
of that Undertaking^ in Goihpliance there- 
with, I think I may affirm for Truth, that 
in the Eafiem Parts of the T«ri(/6 Dominions, 
visi* from Damafcm in S^riuj to the Confines 
of Pfr/Zf, there are great Numbers ' of Chri- 
ftians, whofe Native Lanjgttage is jfrMpk: 
Many of the Inhabitants of thofe great Ci- 
ties, Mefid Cor Nine^h'2^ Baghdad Zor Baiy-^ 
lonjy ^nd-Baffbra on th^:Euphratesy prbfeffing 
Chriftianity, and all fpeaking AnAiek. I thay 
Hkfewife obferve, that, in aff thole Countries, 
. the Art of Printing is either not known, or 
. clfenot put in Praftice ; and the Books they 
. have being all Manufcriptg, muft (X)ri(equeiitly 
be very dear: And therefore the diftributing 
: a large Quantity -of Teftaiftents irt jtrahick 
/ among thofe Eafiem Chriftians, wh6 are gCfte-» 
. iuUy poor, muft be n iignal Benefit. 



As to the A^MhemetoHSj (tho' I cannot prbmife 
'much fe)m them) neverthelcfs if; fome Copies 
-df tms'-fiditiwi- happeft to feU'int^. the Hands 
<)f iih& Leamaa. among thenii'they- may con- 
raeiw, better .Tbpwght8 of the 'Chtiftian Reli- 
^on ^han nof^^^ tbJ^ haye.^ \ *<. ' 
. (Anb'! Judge ihis a, proper Scaftn to, fet 
this AVork'oil I'obt, while Mr. Ne^i is in 
te^/^rf, WhiiTe^^Jdll hi the Orteiltal Lan- 
guages' is wcfl>k»i^i Specially in the ^*. 
'i^^-miudh, atf.sNative ofAffiM/csj, is his 
Mother Tongue, and of which, havii^ been 
a Profeflbr in Places of Note for a great 
Part of his Life, he muft be efteemed a 
foonpleat MafUr, and therefore no Perfon 
1that:i kriow o^. fitter to ha-ve the Care of 
t^ Editiob, whenever it ihaU be undertaken. 
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^M ^xffo^. ^^ t^i^: film the IM^ 
r W il^' Q'^A^^^ -^nbimandrite ' 
[or Aifbsi]iSi^iti^ vftteC^mfemvf \ 
Greeks tf^ Al6^«h(&>i^ ite E^](|»t, <iiN^ 

O^W 7* 173)0., ^.4 Memei^ rf 
the Smf3L for iBrsmetmg^ CMfi^ ^ 

I HAVE beep ixifbirmpA fty * f ri^i 
Tli^t therft af e. fateral^Wptt^^^ Ptffons 
yottr Acqtiaintartce hefe to ttmon^ tvho 
defign to Print the Kew Tcftament and 
Pfalter mArabick^ to be diftributcd among 
the ChrifHans who fpeak dxat Language in 
the Ijevant'^ as yoiir Friends in Gtmuay have 
fome Ycarg fince pritted the. JJ?ew Tcraunent 
in the 'Andent and Modeit^) Gr^tk^ for the 
Benefk of the Gr^ims. 

I can*t expre& to you the Jw which I felt, 
when I heard that weh a ^iign was begin- 
ning to be igrat in ExeeutiiSti. 

In Truth, Sir, it will ht a noble Benefa£Hon 
to all the poor Chriftians of every Nation, 
chat groan under the Opprefllon of the In- 
fidel Hagarcnesy of which I have been an Eye-? 
mtnefs, having been educated in Egy^^ where 
hhsLve been about » ^eats Sw^tSoi ijg. xJ» 

Stevens ^t tfii^^^^^^ 



I Imow Sx f^rtaiq,,.Tfaat {it Gf^md Cmra, 
«<Ki:iM afl thfe fpirts frWch are under th? 
Jofiffliftibn ■ of tnc tatrt^rch of Ale^iAKdriM. 
afl-ac^OirHHaHS bhhi in that Country fpeS 
Bft fldj^ Lan^giei /afid at their Publick 
Wdrffiifc they twA thfe Epiftle and Gafpel, 
(Uia^^bfchtr i^rts.bf.tiSt^e Service, in ^r^- 
«e*V-attd oaly ^?Wt 6f it la fald In Creek. 
Theyfo^k ^al-ic* in aU th^ pountries from 

pr SmuMris ; aria iti ill ioife Country of %>ii, 
as pMiitfetUt "fripolyy Mount Lebttnoit^ Beelhech^ 
iorthcsipt^^tffeliofflis) Jmioch, and all the 
Countni^>MMid>-'t^ Vou come to Et^hrMes^ 
all the~ Inhabitants of thofe vaft Countries 
g^npi^Ur fwajc no other MoapflQ .tjian the 
jtr^t- ■"■■-■■ ■"■■■ "^■"■' 

This piakes i 
lent cannot fitil 
confidoing that 1 _,_ _ . 
it, as weliadt of your Charity of the New 
Teftament ip Creei ; anil we think 6va felves 
obliged, every Time wte read it^ to pray' to 
God, thatthefidie^Wira, ttbp^prefented'us 
nith that Edidw^ vaxy be W^X 6f hi^ 
Kingdoji. 'j'' '" '" ■ ' 

I doubt not b'uV ibe ^t^H^ GhifiSiit^ wij} 
he in the lbn£ tflQ^ofi^on, when^thsy Ihall 
receive fuch iKrefeAkat. vfUt QMtnon to them 
an inexpreffible Joj/ ji4C| jt is not jri their 
Power to be at the B^^encc of Buying very 
dear Manufcripts; nor.|»te they the Privilege 
of the Art of PnntingN'' ' * 

B i "Tain 



These Things are allib.wfi Jcnowo to you, 
that I need ra'y'.no moiej tiut only :t;o pr^y^ 
that God Almighty wopljl^vc, thofe GeOT^ 
Clemen abovemeiitioDed'the'.E'iqaver'to exentf* 
what they h^ve purpc^i^,^t.t^ Qlqry- of 
our Lord jEsiis ChriHj a^.thaC I^< Woald 
render us 'alt Worthy; 9f^lOq^oau. JUi^i 

I iun entirely .at!, the Semce of 
■■' :' ; YouT: R^iirerehce,' , .. 

Archiman drite of Jkxandr0^ikci 

Tm)fl>tedfiointlte6rwibytoe ,.' \,. " „ 

erf the Slid Aichinuadiite.': >'!-.i^iu. 
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'JiZ^iT^J^om ih(%iperend md.J]/h 
nourahk^. Brydges, jffchdfocm cf. 
Rochefter, andfomfi time Cbaphin to 
the Honotirable Turkey Conifmv a$- 
Aleppoi l!o the Secretary 'olr the 
S^>iety..fif^romoti»g CbrifiianKnow. 
Udge, 



s I x; 

JAM^Wty glad ,the Society have got 
ovei-.tJ^^Objeffion tl^^ wap :% in 
relation to. ^ Edition of tiie Nevv Teftamept 
and fJllfcr'in -<<r/itiV* j which, i^ I niiftake 
not,' was fotSided upo^ that it 

would .be^^^ittld vQi*^ no 'Ufe to the Inh%- 

hit20c4»\^.^lB^^mi ,W^ Ck)untfiesv ibr 

whole Inffaruffibn it was c^defly intend^ fil|^ 
(if any) of the common People fceiii^ able 
to reia Jrabich 

t * ^ '• 

I allure you, S i ft^ that wheo I livM in 
thofe Parts, there were publick Schools not 
only at Alcffo^ Antioch^ DamafcHs^ Trifolj^ Sidtm^ 
Jertfalem^ Sec. but in mtfift o'f th? fforrfider- 
ablc Villagp thereabouts^ where Children . 
^ were taught both to reidand vMt^'Ar^i^ 
and I don't doubt but there are fo'itilO: 
; B^ r And 



t *^ -I 

And the earneft De&e tHole pocn: Feq^e 
have exprefled for a new Edition of the 
Scriptures in their Language, males me 
tl^ ^cre ^oul4 lnT<; tjecn^tAG^wr-foi;. 
tliat Objoftipn, if this, ch3f it^W* p^ngfl 5?« 
taken pkiji ItthcYear^ a^ 



tei«f7* wotfe iiifmieiiBifaith 
fUm t« tie tlma^M! tv/ik^f &m- 
fmy m Alwoc ,- Tt tkt SttriM^ if 
tit SmnsBi fir VrmtHug^ Shfm>» 

S u; 

IHAVB the Honour to conciir.witfe tl^^^ 
Srydges in the Tei^imony he 'ji^? eiv^n 
concernWg the EtobllflinicDt of a^htoE.jn 
thole Countries, for whole Benefit ^r£ E<ii^ 
tidn of the New Tefement and Pfilter is 
inljBlijed. 



'<3[0p bf rs^iftdy the Cteifflan Qei^y 
in thole Parts )mH not ibi abandoned we 
Care of their Flocks, as not to teaph thoxn 
to read: And if they ihouM^ of themf^^^ 
have been dilpofed to fo much "NcgKgehce ; 
yet the very Example of the Mahometans^ 
wl(0 Qveiy llhere take this Care of their 
Yoiith, would admonilh them of their Duty 
in this Refpefl: : And as the Society very 
well know, that the Tenth Canon of the fe- 
cond Ntcene Synod (which the Greets efteem 
as a General Council) declares it to be the 
Deity of fome of the Clergy to teach Schools^ 
telling them, that They received the Office rf 
Priefihopd far this Purpoje : So I aflure you^ 
as a Matter of my own Knowledge, that in 
all the Cities where I have been able to 
make any Obfervation^ fbme or other of 
the Clergy are appointed to teach Children 
to read ; and I luve heard the iame of the 
other Ci^es wher^ I W^ never heeh ^ whidbi 
I ^h^)t I hfive Ktiaffti to t!i^i€|ve> li^caufe 
I ^in |li)re Schools ara Uvt^% evf^ ia con&. 
derabie ViHages. 

A N n though (9ftef aQ) t clo not pre*^ 
fume to fay, €h%t ]|^fa4is^'id fo common 
in the Eait^ as.it H ^ Mngland-j yet I 
think I may venttnti t^ ailrare the Society, 
that neither they, nor. any one elle^ ou|pt 
to have any Doubt that there are vafUy 
greater ^umhers of ChrifHans in the Eafl^ 



»I>o are both able and defiron. t« . j t 
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HJ^ Society [Qit ION DON) far 
'Tromotim Chrtfiian IfnowUi^ having 
^nfidcred' the Gi:eat Charity and 
tJ^fefulncls' of Printing the Nev^^ 
T-pfiamem.'^nd Pfalter'm Arabiciy for the Be- 
nefit jdf the poor Ghrx&ans of the Eafiern 
Nations in PaUftinCy Syrta^ Mefofotamiay Arabia^ 
and J^jfpfj out of Gratitude to G,qd for 
the ineftimable Happinefs enjoy'd by. the 
Britijh 15atiph, ' in having the Holy Scriptures 
in* common' Ufe amotog them, and for the 
Regard due to the Ppfterity of thofe, to 
whom the Sacred Oracles were at filttt com- 
mitted J have agreed • to print the Nevp^ 
Teftmmnt aiid fjstttr m ,;Araiick^ for .the Be- 
nelit of tixe faid Chrii^ns^. as foocv a% t^i^^^^ 
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ftall be enabled thereunto by the charitable 
QsotribneioDS of their lilenibers, and odier 
veil difpofed Perfons x And, in order to it, 
Ikire debbred die Perfons hereafter meotk^ed, 
to receive fuch Benefactions as may pome to 
their Hands for that Furpofe. 

BMrthciomig J3e#/f, E((]; at Hesthottf^tte^t 

Ludlow in Shropfhire, 
The Revi Mf • 4f(kn^'Mvfo^ Cnaplain at 

Askh Hofpitai) Londotti 
fph ^Bt»tetM^iinChif»(^^k4»e, 

rheRev^Mr. Archdeacon Ben/oh, in JU 

bemitlefStreet, 

The R evd and Hotf .' pt, Brydget, Arch- 

deaci^ 6f Roc^^eTf.- ia 

Dover-Jlreet, 
TheRevdMr. Deaa(, Vicar of St. Leo^ 

nard^s ShoreMfk' 
Sir DMhl J^dm^ Kiit %% Hsckn^, 
Thomds Greeny Bfq; 9% liftifit4t(m^ 

Th€Rfiv4Mr. tlm^ U^tii^ Cleclcor thp 

Clib6t to hfs Roydl Hig(N- 

. neTs tbeJPrinee of ff^f. 

&mjamm';;\H(f»r^'B(iq^f in Ffm-jfreit. 

Rtkeri • HoZ/w'rfj.Ef^j in l^^ord-rom, 

^jinBtfdi' . J^ff««jf^ Bfqj in jMr;/* t«»- 

eth^.Jnn'fidds* 

The lUv^ £)r. iO«|, Mafter of theCi&jr#»r. 
Ti&rRev4Miv Kjngy at T^^^if in ZSra^ 
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Ci>3 

The lUv^ Dr. Li/^, Chaplain to His Grace 

He/fry Loviboni^ Efq; in liffiei- 

. JJntt^tU'JiM'FieUs, 
The Rey<l Iktitf^Wy it Sc TUmss's-Hih 

QkH id ftimtkaMrk. 
^okm MeUtTy Efi]; in Bloomshurj" 

Squtre. 
TheHev^ Dr. Peirt^, Vicar of St. MiT' 

titti in theB</if. 
myihff FMi^f^, BAr'' irt Bmlet^. 

.eV<l Mr.^%» Ch^pUhi to the LcL 

Biffiop of Winchefier, 
T!^Rev<^ Dr. St»uk}y Dean of St. ^>f/i&, 

at Jkmif^ Qarthr, 
Mr> A^dideaGon !r(»*//ip;r, PiebMUliry of 

CiUiterMy* 
Mc 2L«ip/x 7%cw»^^,B4erchaDt oaTomr. 

f^UHdmi Ttlkard^ £% at EridgwMer- 

tlicKcwdHt^lVilkiftf^ Chdplatfl to His 

Grace the Lord Arch- 
' ' ^Waop (A Cmiterhity, 

R»b&^ ■- WithiHty Efq; TrcafuFCr of 

/ ^t, Bmh9hmew*sHpJ}itat, 
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26M^j, 171J. 

THE. society .for Tromoting Chrifiian 
Knowledge^ in Fuivfuance of the fottgpf 
ing Propofal, printed 17;li, have colldSted 
about a thoufand Poijpd J by which Meaqs^- 
they havfe been enabled to procure 

% New Fonts of Jmbici Types,- viziT 
One from the PaMott Matrices ; 
Another of a lei&r Size, call^i aifl( 
Englifli-Badyy made on Purpofe for 
this Service j And ^ . ^ 

^150 Pfalters printed from a Copy, fent 
from Alepfo^ as approved by the Pa*- 
triarch of Antmh'^ 6f which 201^ 
were bound, aitd fent by the laft 

The Society are now taking Mealures for 
putting the iJew, Teftamcnt into the Prels^^^; 
as foon as a Judgment, .can Se made, what 
JPimd can be depended oft V ^t being nec^aw 
td print off as many Cft^^i <^ Hfti^ ^A^ &^ . 
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6f the laft Sheet, and this is Ktew5fe to be 
jninted from a Copy fefit from jtteffo^ ap- 
pror'd by the Patriarch oi jintioeh. 

In Regard, therefore, that this Imprdliod 
is undertaken for fumiihilig the Ei^hm 
Chriitians with the Gofpel, upon the Rea- 
fons ^Tcn in the foregoing Letters i snA. 
that the fame is approved by both the 
Archbiihops, tnd all the other Bilhops <^ 
the Kingdom, who were at London, whell 
their Lordihips fign'd the Recomttiendatioa 
hereto prefixed ; it is hoped, fo Chriftian a 
Ddign will not want Encouragement in a 
Proteftant wealthy Countrey ; and that the 
Giver of aD Good will bountifully reward 
thofe, who fhall have any Share in promotiiw 
a Work fo much tending to his Glory, and 
the eternal Welfare of cur Chrijftian Brethren 
of the B^ern Nations. 



FINIS. 
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